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Caltrans District 8 Receives TRANNY Awards  
 

San Bernardino – The 20th Annual Tranny Awards luncheon was held last week where officials 
of the California Transportation Foundation (CTF) announced the winners for Project of the 
Year, Elected Official of the Year, Person of the Year, and Organization of the Year for 
transportation excellence in 2008.  CTF announced winners of eleven other awards.  CTF 
recognizes excellence in California transportation, all modes, public and private sector and from 
all regions of the state.   
 
Caltrans District 8 was the recipient of the following awards: 
 
 Bridge/Grade Separation Project of the Year I-215 / 5th Street Bridge 
This was a joint effort with Caltrans D8, San Bernardino County Associated Government 
(SANBAG), and engineering firms AECOM AND Jacobs.  This bridge, spanning the freeway 
and railroad tracks dating to the 1800s, will accommodate the freeway widening and future 
improvements planned by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad.  Because it is part of the 
legendary Route 66, aesthetic considerations added to the design challenges.  Enhancements 
include decorative antique street lighting and history patterns in the railing.  Approaches include 
meandering sidewalks that separate pedestrians from street traffic – while meeting ADA 
requirements.  The bridge is in a very active seismic zone and is designed to move up to two 
feet horizontally at the abutments. 
 
60/91/215 Public Awareness Campaign of the Year 
 
This was a joint effort between Caltrans District 8 staff with Caltrop Corporation.  The public 
outreach campaign for this massive project was geared to 320,000 motorists who pass through 
the interchange every day.  The outreach effort extended to Orange, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Riverside and San Bernardino counties as well as the California Trucking Association.  The 
program included on-line video updates using You-tube, which allowed Caltrans to “show and 
tell” the progress and maintain public support.  Safety outreach included a character called 
“Cone Kid” who helped deliver safety messages to school age children.  Public meetings, E-mail 
alerts, Public Service radio announcements and media kits played their part as well. 
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“The TRANNY Awards jury, made up of public and private sector transportation professional, 
reviewed many excellent nominations this year,” said Linda Bohlinger, CTF chair. Caltrans 
Director Will Kempton noted that many recipients were the result of strong partnerships that he 
has always supported.  The awards luncheon at the Sacramento convention center held many 
professionals who have dedicated their lives to make a positive difference for California 
transportation.  District Director Ray W. Wolfe stated, “He is proud of all the dedicated 
employees and our partners for this accomplishment and looks forward to continuing to deliver 
award winning projects all southern Californians can enjoy for years to come.” 
 
You can go to the website to view the winners – www.transportationfoundation.org 
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