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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Bids Opened for High-Priority Bob Hope Interchange  Project 

Project funded by economic stimulus will relieve traffic congestion and create jobs  

San Bernardino - The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) opened ten bids 
today for the Bob Hope Drive/Ramon Road Interchange Project on Interstate 10 (I-10) near 
Rancho Mirage. This is the first of five interchange projects that will relieve congestion along the 
busy I-10 corridor in the Coachella Valley. Caltrans will review the apparent low bid of  
$22,428,651 by Sema Construction of Lake Forest, California to ensure it meets all contract 
requirements.  
 
"This is an important step to improving transportation for people in the fast-growing desert 
communities of the Coachella Valley and it is possible because of collective efforts to secure 
stimulus money,” said Caltrans District 8 Director Dr. Raymond Wolfe.  "This project will not only 
reduce congestion, it will pave the way to economic recovery by bringing sorely needed jobs to 
this vital region of California." 
 
The engineer’s estimate for construction of the project was $41 million and it received an 
allocation of $35 million in stimulus money through the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (Recovery Act). Other funding comes from the Interstate Maintenance Discretionary Fund 
and the Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fund (TUMF). The project was made possible by 
support from the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG), which administers the 
TUMF, and the Riverside County Transportation Commission. 
 
The project will add a new I-10 interchange just west of the existing Ramon Road interchange. It 
will extend Bob Hope Drive to Varner Road with a new eight-lane bridge over I-10 and add new 
on- and off-ramps. Only the eastbound on-ramp from the current Ramon Road interchange will 
remain. Over the next two years, construction is expected to start on four additional interchange 
projects along the I-10 corridor at Indian Canyon, Palm Drive/Gene Autry Trail, Date Palm and 
Monterey. 
 
"These projects will reduce congestion, improve air quality and boost the local economy," said 
CVAG Chair and Mayor of Palm Springs Steve Pougnet.  "It is a wonderful example of federal, 
state and local agencies working together to achieve a common goal that benefits everyone 
who lives in or visits the desert communities." 
 
California leads the nation having more than $2 billion in Recovery Act funding federally 
obligated to 675 highway and local street transportation projects statewide. Of these, 227 
projects supported by $817 million from the Recovery Act have been awarded contracts to 
begin work. California was the first state in the nation to obligate $1 billion of Recovery Act 
funding – doing so two months ahead of the federal June 30, 2009 deadline.    
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